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The monograph presents the modern classification of 
vegetation of the Czech Republic. The set of 21,794 
relevés available in the Czech National Phytosoci-
ological Database was used to generate sociological 
species groups with the Cocktail method. Sociologi-
cal groups and dominances of selected species were 
used to generate definitions of associations. Then the 
associations were grouped into alliances and classes 
on the basis of the subjective evaluation of their mu-
tual similarity, following the Central European phyto-
sociological tradition. The nomenclature of commu-
nities adheres to the rules implemented in the Interna-
tional Code of Phytosociological Nomenclature by 
Weber et al. (2000). Species composition of associa-
tions was compared in synoptic tables, which contain 
the percentage frequency of the occurrence of species 
in relevés. 

The book is divided into several chapters. The first 
chapter contains the main facts from the history of the 
Czech phytosociological studies in the period from 
1922 to 2005, the technical procedure of defining 
vegetation units and practical application of the pre-
sent system of vegetation. This part of the book is 
written in Czech and English and contains a bilingual 
glossary of basic key words, which makes this mono-
graph accessible for people not fluent in Czech. 

The next part of the book describes the diversity of 
vegetation in Czech Republic, its determinants and 
history and contains some maps with the basic geo-
logical formations, mean annual temperature, phyto-
geographical regions and main potential natural vege-
tation types. The major part of the book (406 pp., 12 
chapters) presents descriptions of 12 classes and 111 
associations. They are presented in the following or-
der: alpine heathlands, alpine grasslands on base-poor 
soils and base-rich soils, subalpine tall-forb and de-
ciduous-shrub vegetation, vegetation of annual 
graminoids in saline habitats, vegetation of annual 
succulent halophytes, saline grasslands, meadows and 
mesic pastures, nardus grasslands and heathlands, 
pioneer vegetation of sandy and shallow soils, sandy 
steppes and dry grasslands. Also contained in this 
part of the book are the synoptic tables for all classes. 
The description of each association includes diagnos-
tic species, habitats, dynamics, distribution, variants, 
economic importance and endangerment, and is fin-
ished with an English summary. Those descriptions 

are enriched with maps showing the distribution of 
the associations as well as pictures of the phytocoe-
noses. 

The strongest point of this monograph is the complete 
and critical way in which the plant associations are 
shown. It documents the advances in the knowledge 
about grassland vegetation diversity in Czech Repub-
lic and contains contributions by many accomplished 
botanists. That is why this work is a valuable and 
practical tool for the identification of plant communi-
ties across Czech Republic. It can also be a source of 
knowledge for researchers from other regions. 
Thanks to the contained phytosociological tables and 
detailed introductions and summaries of the informa-
tions concerning each of the associations written in 
English, this book can be helpful even to a reader 
with no knowledge of the Czech language. The last 
thing I would like to bring attention to is the the 
book’s interesting graphic design and the very logical 
way it was edited. 
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