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CAREER PATH
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Major options – major decisions

Academia Non-academia

Research

Non-research

Teaching; Research 
support professions; 
Research policies

Career in a research 
company on diverse 
positions from pure 
research to product  
management, etc.

Any other career – e.g. 
having a hipster shop, 
running for president, etc.

Career in research at a 
university or a research 
institute – RGL, staff 
scientist, lab manager, 
core facility staff



Self-Awareness
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You

Personality

Values

Knowledge/ 
Interests

Skills

Facts; Ideas, Concepts, 

Reflective; Driven; Decisive; 

Expressive; Details

Status; Creativity; Altruism; 

Money; Risk; Recognition; 

Stabulity

Analytical; Teamwork; 

Technical; Problem-

solving; Communication; 

Organisational; 

Motivational

Research; Sport; Travelling; 

Environment; Physiology; 

Music



Self-Reflection
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https://www.vitae.ac.uk/researcher-careers

https://www.vitae.ac.uk/researcher-careers
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DIVERSITY



7

Be active…

• Mobility – e.g. ERASMUS, MSCA-ITN…

• Interdisciplinary & Novelty and trends in your field –

conferences, crossing boundaries and new links and niches

• Teaching experience – FR MU

• Communication of science – Public outreach activities, 

dissemination within (international) projects

FIND YOUR „BIOTOPE” 

Where do you like it? Don´t wait and just go there!

„Funneling ” experience



Funding Landscapes

8



9

IMMEDIATE 
Grant opportunities

for PhD



(Inter)national grants

Internal: FR MU, Specific Research
Regional: Brno PhD Talent
National: TAČR Zéta and ONLY
as team members (GAČR, AZV, Země,  other
Ministries´grants)

International: (EU) – MSCA-ITN, MSCA-RISE,
ERASMUS, team members

Internal: GAMU
Regional: SoMoPro?? (MSCA-COFUND)
National: TAČR, GAČR 
Junior, Ministry of Health (AZV), Inter-Excellence
(Ministry of Education),  other ministries´

grants
International (EU) – MSCA-IF, EMBO 
Fellowships, FEBS , and other postdoctoral 
fellowships, ERC – Starting Grant

National: Standard GAČR,
AZV, 

etc.
International:
ERC Consolidator Grant
ERC Advanced Grant

Students, PhD students Postdocs (Junior) Group Leaders
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Internal – Masaryk University

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

• „FRMU” – Fond Rozvoje Masarykovy Univerzity (= Development Fund of    
Masaryk University)

• Students' projects and activities leading to innovations of study programmes 
– innovation of teaching activities

• Creating of new teaching material (e.g. e-learning, textbook, filed work…)

• Collecting of proposal – 1.-31.10.2019
• More information: https://projekty.rect.muni.cz/cs/main/vsechny-

aktuality-a-vyzvy/detail?id=133173

https://projekty.rect.muni.cz/cs/main/vsechny-aktuality-a-vyzvy/detail?id=133173
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Internal – Masaryk University

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

• Specific Research at MU

• A grant Students' research projects – to support project in medicine, science, 

informatics, humanities, social sciences, sports, law and economics.

• The first round of evaluation takes place at the faculties

• Each faculty specifies the rules

• Hence seek for specific information at your faculties

https://gamu.muni.cz/pro-studenty/a
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Regional

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

• Supports students in science and 

technology (only )

• Students of any university in Brno

• The deadline for application: 

30.9.2019

• Age limit – 32 years

• 3 years funding, 100K CZK / year

http://www.jcmm.cz/projekt/brno_phd_talent_2019_en
http://www.jcmm.cz/projekt/brno_phd_talent_2019_en
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National

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

• TAČR Zéta – Technology Agency of the Czech Republic

• The purpose of the scheme is to support young generation of researchers up to 35 (Principle 

investigator)

• Collaboration with industry or Application guarantor (someone who is going to exploit 

your results)

• Co-funding minimum 15% 

• Expected date of call publication – 9.10.2019!

• Expected deadline – 21.11.2019

• More on the parametres:  

https://www.tacr.cz/dokums_raw/zeta/4VS/priloha_c_2_hlavni_parametry_4VS_ZETA.pdf

https://www.tacr.cz/index.php/cz/programy/program-zeta.html
https://www.tacr.cz/dokums_raw/zeta/4VS/priloha_c_2_hlavni_parametry_4VS_ZETA.pdf
https://www.tacr.cz/index.php/cz/programy/program-zeta.html
https://www.tacr.cz/index.php/cz/programy/program-zeta.html
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International

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

• Apart from some mobility grants and ERASMUS+ you only can be a partner 

– no independent grants

• Marie-Skłodowska Curie Actions – Innovative Training Networks 

(MSCA-ITN)

• ITN´s aim is to train a new generation of creative, entrepreneurial and 

innovative early-stage researchers

• Practically speaking a unique chance to get a full-time decent funding 

throughout your PhD (well, for 36 month exactly)

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/node_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/msca-itn-2020
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International

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

Marie-Skłodowska Curie Action – Innovative Training 

Networks 

(MSCA-ITN)
You cannot apply for this project independently, but…
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International

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

• Marie-Skłodowska Curie Action – Innovative Training Networks 

(MSCA-ITN)

• You can get involved, nonetheless…

• You have two options:

• Support your supervisor in submitting MSCA-ITN proposal and have you 

involved in the secondments plan

• Take a look at ads of organisations implementing ITN and recruiting (for 

instance at EURAXESS)

• Another option, of course, can be recruitment of an ERC holder, or any other 

international grant holder



18

IMMEDIATE Grant opportunities for PhD

Job offers at EURAXESS
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UNIQUENESS
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Outlook for your „life after PhD˝

If you are serious about career in research –

go abroad for a POSTDOC(s)!

• Obviously MSCA-IF, EMBO Fellowship, FEBS

• But also plenty of other postdoctoral funding schemes in Europe, 

or overseas…

IMMEDIATE Postdoctoral opportunities

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/msca-if-2019
https://www.embo.org/funding-awards/fellowships/long-term-fellowships
https://www.febs.org/our-activities/fellowships/long-term-fellowships/
https://www.scienceeurope.org/our-resources/postdoctoral-funding-schemes-in-europe


Keep yourself informed!

• Newsletter of MU Research Office
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https://vyzkum.rect.muni.cz/en/main/registrace


• Prefekt Course (Spring semester) 

• dedicated specifically to PhD students!

• basics of grant writing and project management, research career 

development, Intellectual Property Right, Ethics in research, 

Communication of Science, Open Science Principles….

• PhD and Postdocs trainings at CEITEC, see what events CEITEC has 

organised in 2019!

• Industry ShowCase: Career with Ph.D. in Life Sciences (16th October 

2019, Faculty of Science, A29/252)
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Keep yourself trained!

https://vyzkum.rect.muni.cz/en/phd-programmes/prefekt-kurz-ogranizace-a-rizeni-vedy-a-projektovy-management/kurz-2019
https://www.ceitec.eu/training/t9795
https://www.ceitec.eu/


• Examples of Research support at MU:

• How to write a competitive proposal

• Information „days“ on national and international grant schemes, such as 

Infodays on GAČR, TAČR, AZV, MSCA-IF, MSCA-RISE. MSCA-ITN, 

ERC

• MSCA-IF Workshop (usually in May/June; a two-day event for serious 

applicants)

• Many more + customised consultations and guidance for junior and senior 

researchers
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Events and trainings for researchers!

https://www.ceitec.eu/how-to-write-a-competitive-proposal/a3578
https://www.ceitec.eu/hands-on-msca-if/a3576


• Example on PhD students´ involvement in EU 

projects 

• A series of four lectures given by PhD students from 

RG Rektorová from CEITEC –

Into the Labyrinth of Brain

• Science communication („public outreach“) 

within MSCA-RISE project CoBeN

• Lectures on:

• seeing 

• speech 

• neurodegenerations 

• magnetic stimulation of brain 

24 INVITATION !

https://www.ceitec.eu/prof-irena-rektorova-ph-d/u17114
https://www.ceitec.eu/prof-irena-rektorova-ph-d/u17114
https://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/actions/staff-exchange_en
http://coben.ceitec.cz/


We wish you a wonderful PhD at the MU!

Be active, inquiring, work hard and 

HAVE FUN!
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