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Basic characteristics of the Czech Science 
Foundation Calls

Projects in all scientific fields in basic research:

̶ Technical sciences

̶ Physical sciences

̶ Medical and Biological sciences

̶ Social sciences and humanities

̶ Agricultural and biological-environmental sciences
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The Czech Science Foundation Calls 2021

̶ Standard projects (2-3 years)

̶ International projects
̶ Germany, Taiwan, Sao Paolo (2-3 years)

̶ Russia (3 years)

̶ Korea (2 years)

̶ LA grants
̶ CEUS (Central European Science Partnership) –Austria, Poland, Slovenia (3 years)

̶ Switzerland (participants from the Czech republic can only be in the role of „partner 

organization“; 2-3 years)

̶ JUNIOR STAR (5 years)

̶ EXPRO (5 years)
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Important dates

̶ Deadline for project submission in GRIS: 07/04/2020
̶ in case of cooperation with Switzerland 01/04/2020

̶ Results
̶ November 2nd 2020 (JUNIOR STAR and EXPRO); December 1st 2020 (standard, 

international, LA grants)

̶ Beginning of the projects
̶ 01/01/2021

̶ Deadline for the MU Research Ethics Committee
̶ 17/03/2020; 6 PM (except Medical faculty, that has their own Ethics Committee)

CHECK THE  FACULTY 
DEADLINES!
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MU Research Ethics Committee

Mandatory attachments:

- Request (applicant confirms that all information are in line with the 

project proposal)

- Informed consent (please use the new template)

- In case you plan the cooperation with health institution, 

Letter of Commitment has to be sent to MU Research Ethics 

Committee until March 31st 2020

More information regarding ethics:
https://www.muni.cz/o-univerzite/fakulty-a-pracoviste/rady-a-komise/eticka-komise-pro-vyzkum/zadost-o-posouzeni

https://www.muni.cz/o-univerzite/fakulty-a-pracoviste/rady-a-komise/eticka-komise-pro-vyzkum/zadost-o-posouzeni
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MU Research Ethics Committee 
(https://inet.muni.cz/app/proj/navrh_find)

̶ Mandatory attachments:

- draft of project proposal (project proposal has to contain 

description of the research part, including project team; project

overview and references are not necessary for assessment of 

ethics)

- Information for research participants (subjects), including 

informed consent according to the template)
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Calls - allocation

Budget allocation of individual Calls from 2021 to 2023

(EXPRO and JUNIOR STAR from 2021 to 2025)

Standard projects International projects EXPRO JUNIOR STAR

3 200 000ths. CZK 177 000ths. CZK 628 023ths. CZK 2 250 000ths. CZK*

Budget allocation of individual Calls from previous Calls

Standard projects International projects EXPRO

2 550 000ths. CZK 60 000ths. CZK 2 750 000ths. CZK

* CZK 125 000ths for 2021 year
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Specific rules

ONE PERSON CAN APPLY FOR:

̶ one proposal as applicant and one proposal as co-applicant in 

EXPRO and JUNIOR STAR Calls, and

̶ one proposal as applicant and one proposal as co-applicant in 

Standard and International Calls, and

̶ one proposal as applicant and one proposal as co-applicant in LA 

grants

BUT MAY PARTICIPATE ONLY IN:

1. One EXPRO project, or

2. One JUNIOR STAR project, or

3. Combination of max. 2 projects of standard and inter. calls and

combination of max. 2 projects of LA grants
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EXPRO, JUNIOR

Stand., Inter.

LA grants

Project proposals – you can apply for 
one project as applicant and for one project 
proposal as co-applicant within cells below

JUNIOR STAR

EXPRO

EXPRO

Stand., Inter. LA grants= PI = co-PI

OR

OR

OR

AND

One researcher can implement ONLY:
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Standard grants

• Advanced scientific projects with the potential to achieve results of 

international significance

• For applicant at any stage of career

̶ Proposals are evaluated by panel members (https://gacr.cz/o-ga-

cr/poradni-organy/panely/)

https://gacr.cz/o-ga-cr/poradni-organy/panely/
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International projects
(Germany, Taiwan, Korea, Russia, Sao Paolo)

̶ Scientific part has to be written and sent by both partners to 

both agencies according to rules of each agency

̶ Proposals are evaluated by both agencies separately and final 

results depends on the decision of each agency

̶ Copy of the foreign proposal has to be attached or delivered till 

June 30th at the latest
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LA grants (Austria, Poland, Slovenia)
+ Switzerland

̶ Proposals are evaluated only by one agency

̶ Foreign applicant cannot be in an employment relationship with 

any of the Czech institutions

̶ Scientific part (C1) has to be written only by „Lead“ partner 

according to the rules of the „Lead“ agency

̶ Researchers can choose the „Lead“ evaluating agency

̶ bilateral projects, at least 40% of the total costs must be requested from the 

Lead agency

̶ trilateral projects, at least 25% of the total project costs must be requested 

from the Lead agency

Switzerland – the Czech applicants can be involved only as „partner organization“
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Eligible costs (Standard, International, LA grants)

̶ Personnel costs

̶ recommended workload at least 0,2 FTE for applicant; 0,1 FTE for co-applicant

̶ limit CZK 60 000/month/1FTE

̶ Agreements on work (DPP and DPČ in Czech) max. CZK 400/hour

̶ Other direct costs

̶ material costs, travel costs, costs for other services and non-material costs, patent and license 

payments 

̶ Investments

̶ limited up to 10% of the personnel costs and other direct costs, excluded indirect costs

̶ Indirect costs

̶ standard and international project - max 20 % of personnel costs and other direct costs (excluded 

indirect costs);

̶ LA grants - max 25 % of personnel costs and other direct costs (excluded indirect costs) 
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Evaluation (standard, international, LA grants)

̶ Originality and quality
̶ scientific importance; prospects of the project; international cooperation and 

expected benefits; aims; proposed deliverables; concept; methodology; timeline

̶ Research expertise of the applicant (co-applicant/s) and other 

researchers

̶ Feasibility of the project regarding to technical and institutional 

facilities

Standard, International proposals - If the quality of the project proposal 

is evaluated as insufficient, all projects proposals next year will not be 

evaluated (without definition of knowledge gap, hypothesis, methodology 

is not adequately chosen, results that cannot be achieved by proposed 

research).
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EXPRO

• To set the standards of excellent science

• To overcome barriers limiting the success rate of ERC

• To submit the ERC project

̶ max. one co-applicant

̶ min. 0,5 average annual FTE (for applicant, co-applicant, other researchers, 

PhD students)

̶ Scientific progress report after 2,5 years; final report one year after the project 

ends

̶ Copy of ERC proposal has to be delivered together with the final report at the 

latest
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JUNIOR STAR
• To support excellent basic research

• To provide the opportunity for scientists at the beginning of their career 

to establish an independent group

̶ Only one applicant

̶ Excellent junior researcher is limited up to 8 years after the Ph.D (Ph.D. 

defence has to be finished till 30th September 2020)

̶ min. 0,5 average annual FTE (for applicant, co-applicant, other researchers, 

PhD students)

̶ Applicant must at the same time be an author of prestigious international 

journals ot to achieve another comparable result

̶ Scientific progress report after 2,5 years; final report one year after the project 

ends
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Eligible costs (EXPRO, JUNIOR STAR)

̶ Personnel costs

̶ the minimum average workload every year is 0,5 FTE for applicant/co-applicant/other 

researchers (except for technical and administrative workers)

̶ agreements of work performed outside of employment can be up to 7% of the total budget 

for personnel costs.

̶ Other direct costs

̶ material costs, travel costs, costs for other services and non-material costs, patent and 

license payments 

̶ Investments

̶ limited up to 20% of the total of personnel and other direct costs

̶ Indirect costs

̶ max 20 % of personnel costs and other direct costs (excluded indirect costs)
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Evaluation (EXPRO, JUNIOR STAR)

̶ 1. stage – 4 evaluation reports (according chosen discipline 

committee)

̶ 2. stage – min. 2 external evaluation reports

Project evaluation:

• Originality and quality
• (aims, methodology, qualification and composition of the team, types of expected 

outcomes, international cooperation, outcomes of previously solved GACR projects)

• Research expertise of the applicant

• Feasibility of the project regarding to technical and institutional 

facilities



19

ERC grants

Emerging new fieldFrontier research

Unconventional 

innovative concepts 

and approaches

Evaluation based 

on research 

excellence 

High-risk/high-gain

Opening new 

horizons 

of knowledge

Crossing boundaries 

between or across disciplines

Pioneering
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ERC application

̶ Two-step evaluation

̶ Single-step submission

B1 part: 5 pages scientific proposal + abstract + 2 pages CV + 2 pages early achievements

B2 part:15 pages scientific proposal incl. state-of-the-art, objectives, methodology, resources

Additional documents: HI binding statement, ethics review, PhD record 

Starting 

Grant

Consolidator

Grant

Advanced 

Grant

Synergy

Grant

Proof of 

Concept

Grant

Eligibility > 2 and ≤ 7 

years from PhD

> 7 and ≤ 12 

years from PhD

- - PIs hold (-ed) 

ERC

Funding (EUR) 1,5M 2M 2,5M 10M 150ths.

Additional funding (EUR) 1M 1M 1M 4M -

Min. FTE of PI 0,5 0,4 0,3 0,3 -

Duration 5 5 5 6 12-18 months

Deadline October February August November January/April/

September
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GRIS application (www.gris.cz)



Definujte zápatí - název prezentace / pracoviště22

GRIS – new project
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GRIS – new project
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25



26

10-300 characters

10-1.100 characters
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Co-financing, if any
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GRIS - Part D2 Bibliography
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GRIS - Part D2 Bibliography
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GRIS - Part D2 Other achieved results
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GRIS – part E (related projects)
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GRIS – part C2 Results

̶ publications in journals with IF (Jimp), publications in specialist 

periodics (Jsc, Jost), monographs (B), chapters in monographs (C), 

articles in proceeding in the Scopus or WOS Conference 

Proceedings Citation database (D)
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Part C - Results + international cooperation
(International projects, LA grants)
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Attachments

̶ CV of PI (co-PI, if any)
̶ Copy of relevant licenses (ethics committee, GMO etc.)
̶ List of foreign institutions that you do not want them to evaluate your proposal
̶ Identification of the chosen supplier, if you plan to have the supply from one 

supplier for more than 500ths CZK
̶ Letter of Intent (confirming foreign cooperation)

̶ JUNIOR STAR
̶ Copy of Ph.D. title/confirmation of defence or statement of the supervisor that it can be 

assumed that the doctoral thesis will be defended until September 30th, 2020

̶ Copy/ies of documents referring to the significant international experience

̶ LA grants
̶ Comparative cost overview, in case of GACR in charge as the Leading evaluation agency

̶ Copy of foreign proposal in case of LA projects with foreign agency in charge of evaluation

̶ International projects
̶ CV of foreign applicant

̶ Copy of foreign proposal
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Part C1 – scientific part

̶ max. limit is 10 pages (in case of standard and international 

projects), 15 pages (in case of LA grants, JUNIOR STAR and 

EXPRO projects) with standard font of size 11, spacing 1 

̶ has to be added as attachment file in PDF (max 6MB)

̶ project proposal has pre-defined structure and has to contain:

o summary of the current state of the art; aims; methods; timeline; 

description and justification of the necessity of international 

cooperation; in case of involvement co-applicant, justification is 

necessary; equipment of the workplace; description of the team 

including their working capacity; references

oIn case of EXPRO projects, you should also mention project 

management
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Final version – convertion to pdf

̶ It is possible to create final version repeatedly, i.e. the application 

is not locked up by generating a final version

̶ It is not necessary to use the last version as the final one

̶ Keep the original name of the file given by the application
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GRIS – Confirmation of delivery via data box

̶ You can check delivery in the GRIS application on the front page 

of your project. 
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Internal processes at MU

̶ Inform your Dean´s office

̶ Create the project proposal in ISEP 

̶ Check the Ethical aspects and if needed, send the request to the 

MU Research Ethics Committee

̶ Check the budget according rules at your faculties

̶ Deliver signed cover sheet to the Dean´s office before the 

deadline of the project submission

Check the internal 
deadlines at your faculty
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Thank you for your attention!

Zdenka Žampachová, kl. 7694

zampachova@rect.muni.cz

mailto:zampachova@rect.muni.cz

