Dléﬁnt food for

Bombus terre . (Hymenoptera,

ADPIC _- y &
colonies rjr' o JI ,-tory e

Bt - Vladimir Ptacéek, Eva Pernova Sk
Masaryk University, Faculty of Science, Kotlarska 2, 611 37 Brno, Czech Republic
” ‘ Phone: .420 5 41129562, fax: .420 5 121-1'21 , €-mai Ptacek@sm muni.cz

LN

Deep / frozen honey 04; pollen pellets (fpp), honey bee bread taken from combs (bb),

and brewer yeast with addition of 15% of frrozen pellets (pp+by) were compared as

food for groups of Bombus terrestris workers under laboratory conditions. T

C@LijJJﬁjf vals to egg laying, the largest amount of brood cells as well as the

amount of fiigd larvae and coco ons wE!!‘r istered in groups fed by frozen pollen
OW

est extremes g;mJ the ver yeast. The bee bread brought the
nparative valu s Figs 1 ) The differences were stz ally significant.
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Fig. 1: Average numbers of days to start brood rearing Fig. 2: Average numbers of egg cells during the trial
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r-l'-' Fig.3: Average total numbers of cocoons and larvae toward the Fig. 4: Average numbers of egg cells at the end of the trial Fig. 5: Numbers of cocoons and larvae at the end of the second
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Durmgt last ff.lf:‘d"_ ears the possibility of n
conservation of hone 2y k ee pollen pellets was tried. In this

way e fresh pellets rrr ' pollen collectors were pressed

into jars and ¢ o/q# Wi h a layer of granula ed honey on
i - the top surface. Tt “mass was then let in tightly closed
jars till the n ne iJ g in da ndition under laboratory
temperatur It changed the stru e 3 :_J taste, which was
similar to the honey bee bread. When te ested on bumble
bees, the food was accepted not only _97‘ vorkers but even
by queens in their in'it[ajim nesting phase.
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